Symptomatic severe hypertriglyceridaemia with asparaginase therapy in acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (ALL) and lymphoblastic lymphoma: is rechallenging safe?
Severe hyperlipidaemia with asparaginase therapy is rare. We report six cases, four of which developed significant problems with severe hyperlipidaemia during induction therapy for ALL and lymphoblastic lymphoma. The median triglyceride level was 22.3 mmol/L and the median cholesterol level was 12.3 mmol/L. None of the patients showed signs or symptoms of pancreatitis. Three children were re-exposed with Peg asparaginase, and one with Erwinia asparaginase, without recurrence of hyperlipidaemia or other symptoms. These cases highlight the dilemma in managing such rare cases of symptomatic hypertriglyceridaemia secondary to asparaginase and steroid therapy.